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The Choirs of St. Clement

By Kathleen Norris

Choral services were offered on major feast days at St. Clement’s beginning on Easter, 1898. “The Hawaii
Church Chronicle” of April, 1910, notes that several members who had sung in that early Easter service also
sang in the most recent, when the choir was assisted by an obligato sung by Miss Kulumanu Ward.

In the early 1930’s during the tenure of Rev. Edward Tanner Brown, a junior quartet was formed but soon
expanded to a choir with alto, soprano, tenor, and bass voices. Over the years youth choirs have been led by
Mrs. Kenneth McLeod and then Mrs. William Fraser. In 1960 voice teacher Eunice DeMello organized three
choirs at St. Clement's: the Saint David’s Choir, consisting of men and boys who sang once a month at the
Saturday 6 PM Eucharist; a Preparatory choir for girls ages 6 to 14; and the adult choir. The latter traveled to
England in 1992 to participate in the Malvern International Choir Festival, working with composer John
Rutter. DeMello also founded the Players of St. Clement’s that presented “The Fantastics,” “Ahmal and the
Night Visitors,” and Dave Brubeck’s “A Light in the Wilderness.” The group also recorded Bach’s Magnificat
at St. Andrew’s Cathedral. Choir directors since DeMello left have included Amy Healy, Mark Haworth
Julia Golding, Karol Novisky, and currently, Beth Fincke. Walter Kau was our organist for nearly 50 years;
after he retired, Deborah Zucher and River Kim have served. Our current organist is Mark Kennedy.

For many years the choir held a Green and Silver Tea, a fund raiser for which choir members prepared and
served the food, and performed during the meal. The event has taken many forms, including an Oktoberfest,
an ice cream parlor, and a formal tea. In the 2000’s it was held at the church on Sunday mornings and funds
raised have gone to choir retreats, refurbishing of choir robes, and community charities. The tea is the kind of
activity that the pandemic curtailed, and it is hoped that it will be restored to enhance our parish life.

One note of interest: in 1957, when the vestry received a complaint that some women in the choir were not
wearing stockings, the vestry quickly resolved that the wearing of stockings be made optional.

Information is from Harriet K. Neal, “The Story of Saint Clement’s Parish, Honolulu 1898-1936,” and
Marilyn Stassen-McLaughlin, “Gather Up The Fragments…That Nothing Be Lost, St. Clement’s Parish
1937-1997,” and Beth Fincke.
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STAFF

Head of School: Jodi Yoshioka
Organist: Mark Kennedy
Office Manager: Leesa Steadman
Sexton: Stan Ornellas
Sunday School: Jessica Stack,

Scott & Gail Suzuki-Jones,
Michelle Comeau

Senior Warden: Beth Fincke
Junior Warden: Sione Lino
Treasurer: Martha Morgan
Clerk: Holoua Stender

Vestry
Jane Anderson Brian Crow
Matthew Chapman Leslie Isaki
Sarah Palm Tau'eva Lino
Susan Palmore Jose Henao

Church Office Hours
Open Weekdays

8:30AM to 4:00PM

*Closed on Holidays

MAHALOS

ZOOM SERVICE OUTLINE

Mahalo to May's Food Distribution crew:
Holo Stender, Beth Fincke, Ann Ogilvie,
Annette Kirkpatrick, Chris Haskaylo, and

Kathleen Norris.

SUNDAY:
Worship at 9:30 AM

ID#: 854 4414 6891
Passcode: 1515

Adult Discussion at 8:30 AM
ID#: 854 4414 6891
Passcode: 1515

Bible Study (RBTL) at 8:30 AM
ID#: 853 8655 3153
Passcode: 1515

Also meets in Parish Hall.

You can join any service with
your phone! Just call this
number: 1 (669) 900-6833
Then enter the meeting ID
and passcode when
prompted.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
We are suspending the "free table",
which was held during food
distribution. Please do not drop off
items because we do not have space
for storage.
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St. Clement, A Partner with Hawaii’s Food Bank

by C.H.

WHY? Jesus said, “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me. . . . Truly I say to you,
as you did it to one of the least of these . . . , you did it to me.”

WHAT? Saint Clement’s Food Distribution Ministry has been going strong
for 26 years. Begun under the direction of Father Steven Bonsey, it has been
aiding the hungry with at first a monthly but now weekly distribution of bags
of canned foods and non-perishables.

As a partner agency with the state’s Food Bank, the church obtains the food
for free. Two or three times a month, volunteers Holo Stender and Beth
Fincke travel to the warehouse in Mapunapuna where they load up Holo’s
truck with boxes of food items. There are rules, for example they are limited to
ten cases of protein per visit. According to Beth, “It can be challenging to
make sure we can schedule a time to pick up the food.”

WHO? Last year, St. Clement helped to feed a total of 2,129
needy adults and 693 children, a significant increase in number
over the year before. Most are retired seniors, often elderly
women living on fixed incomes, and many are immigrants as well.
They come from many parts of the island. Some are even from
out of state.

Bags that are givenout on
Wednesdays.

WHEN? Ann Ogilvie is one of the volunteers who participates in
the Wednesday morning food distribution which runs weekly
from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM. Our crew also includes Annette
Kirkpatric, and Chris Hacskaylo. The Parish's Office Manager,
Leesa Steadman, helps coordinate and train our frontline
volunteers.

WILL YOU HELP? This ministry needs more volunteers to
replace or back up our regulars. Could you drive to and from the
Food Bank? Help load and unload the supplies? Assist in
bagging the food? Help out for two hours with the weekly food
distribution?

To volunteer, please contact the churh office by email or phone.

Note by the office: We also offer $50 in financial assitance with
rent or the electrric bill on Wednesdays. Recently, we received a
lovely thank you card from someone that we helped through our
financial assitance program, which said, "You've helped me more
than once, and I appreciate it and everyone at St. Clement's. I
now have a wonderful job at Lowe's."

Beth Fincke

Ann Ogilvie
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MONTHLY PARISH BRIEF

News from St. Clement's School
The School held its 'Moving Up" Ceremony on Tuesday, May 23, and Graduation on Wednesday,
May 24. Congratulations to all the graduates and their families.

Search Committee
The Search Committee and Canon Sandy met on May 3. The Committee received the applications
and background information regarding the candidates.

Congratulations to Mary Carpenter and Soane Lino on their completion of
Waiolaihui'ia lay ministry in teaching, preaching and leading.

Pentecost at St. Clement's

Congatulations to Soane Lino and Mary Carpenter!

Our new fence was put to good use for displaying our Pentecost prayer flags.
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June 2 - Moria Amjadi
June 3 - Sandra Kagesa
June 4 - Mary Carpenter
June 6 - Diane Barrett
June 8 - Hank Chapin
June 8 - Brian Crow
June 8 - Beverly Davis
June 8 - Carol Taylor Kim
June 14 - Rick Gronna
June 17 - Francis Lum
June 18 - Kailani & Elijah Berg
June 26 - Chaz Hill
June 27 - Maile Hong
June 29 - Candy Love
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SCHOOL SNAPSHOTS
A view into the school days at St. Clement's

Sports Day - Students in B2
celebrate Sport Day by
representing their favorite team.

Butterflies - A student in C1
holds two butterflies.

Tie Shoe - A student in B3
shows off her shoe tying
skills.

Graduation - St. Clement's School celebrates our newest
graduates.

Mrs. Biehn and
one of her
students pose
together at our
annual Family
Picnic at Shriners
Beach Club in
Waimanalo.

Kumu Tony -
Students of C2
gather to say
goodbye for the
year to Kumu
Tony. He will be
back to join us in
the Fall.

Room Moms - We celebrated our Room Mom's for
their never ending support and help in the
classroom.
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