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St. Clement's Sunday School

By Kathleen Norris
Information is from Harriet K. Neal, “The Story of Saint Clement’s Parish, Honolulu 1898-1936,” and
Marilyn Stassen-McLaughlin, “Gather Up The Fragments…That Nothing Be Lost, St. Clement’s Parish
1937-1997."

Sunday School has long been a vital part of St. Clements’s. By 1903, 85 children were enrolled. In 1904 the
church’s youth attended an Easter service at St Andrew’s Cathedral in which they, along with children from
other churches in the diocese, presented their “Lenten mite boxes.” Our Sunday School’s youth continue the
tradition of Lenten donation boxes today.

The second rector, Leland Howard Tracy, who served St Clement’s from 1917-1920, instituted regular youth
worship services along with Sunday classes. The fourth rector, Rev. William Maitland Woods (1923-1927),
established a Young People’s Service League that cooked and served dinners at church meetings, offered
assistance to local charities, and organized Christmas caroling parties to sing at various places in Honolulu,
including the Pearl Harbor Navy base. On the third Sunday of each month, the group attended the early
service, followed by a breakfast in the parish hall.

Unfortunately, this group disbanded during years of crisis for the parish, 1926-1928. Following the death of
Rev. Woods, the parish had chosen Rev. William Ash-Everest, as the next rector. But during his tenure
church attendance dropped by half and the once-thriving choir dwindled to just a few people. A discouraged
vestry considered disbanding the parish, merging with the Cathedral, or becoming a mission church. Vestry
minutes show that this rector incurred a large debt for the parish, and there’s a vague mention of “immorality.”
Harriet Neal notes that his time at St. Clement’s ended with his being removed from the priesthood “by
Bishop La Mothe on August 4, 1928.”

I’m telling this story here because, according to Neal, “The deciding influence in the vestry’s decision to ‘carry
on’ was the importance of the Sunday School,” which was flourishing. St. Clement’s excellent religious
education program attracted people who were not members to send their children for religious instruction.
Both these parents and dedicated members of the parish were vital in helping a wounded church move
forward.

And it worked. By 1936, during the tenure of Edward Tanner Brown (1931-1948), St Clement’s had 130
children enrolled in its Sunday School. Rev. Brown also established “The Junior Church.” The youngest
children continued to meet with teachers in the parish house, but the older children began having their own
Morning Prayer in the church and received instruction from the rector. Rev. Brown eventually saw the
number of students reach 251.

More recent teachers and youth leaders have included Richard Winkler (1970’s), Elizabeth Keller, Elizabeth
House, and Lois Lucas. Our current Family Ministries team consists of Jennifer Stack, Gail Suzuki-Jones,
Michelle Comeau, and Scott Suzuki-Jones.
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The Parish of St. Clement
1515 Wilder Ave.

Honolulu, HI 96822
(808)955-7745
stclem.org

Want your article or
announcement published?

Submission Deadline:
Third Thursday of the Month

July 20, 2023

STAFF

Head of School: Jodi Yoshioka
Organist: Mark Kennedy
Office Manager: Leesa Steadman
Sexton: Stan Ornellas
Sunday School: Jessica Stack,

Scott & Gail Suzuki-Jones,
Michelle Comeau

Senior Warden: Beth Fincke
Junior Warden: Sione Lino
Treasurer: Martha Morgan
Clerk: Holoua Stender

Vestry
Jane Anderson Brian Crow
Matthew Chapman Leslie Isaki
Sarah Palm Tau'eva Lino
Susan Palmore Jose Henao

Church Office Hours
Open Weekdays

8:30AM to 4:00PM

*Closed on Holidays

MAHALOS

ZOOM SERVICE OUTLINE

Mahalo to June's faithful Food Distribution
crew:

Holo Stender, Beth Fincke, Ann Ogilvie,
Annette Kirkpatrick, and Chris Haskaylo.

SUNDAY:
Worship at 9:30 AM

ID#: 854 4414 6891
Passcode: 1515

Adult Discussion at 8:30 AM
ID#: 854 4414 6891
Passcode: 1515

Bible Study (RBTL) at 8:30 AM
ID#: 853 8655 3153
Passcode: 1515

Also meets in Parish Hall.

You can join any service with
your phone! Just call this
number: 1 (669) 900-6833
Then enter the meeting ID
and passcode when
prompted.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The kiawe, kamani, and monkey pod trees
will be trimmed on Tuesday, August 1,
2023. The parking lot will be closed all
day.
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Summer Service Schedule 2023

The vestry voted to continue holding one service on
Sunday at 9:30 am through September 3, 2023,
Labor Day weekend.





6



7

MONTHLY PARISH BRIEF

News from St. Clement's School
The School has updated its COVID policies. Masks are now optional. Parents are also allowed on
the campus.

Gina Haverly (past student parent) is joining the School Board as Keith Emerson has finished his
term.

At the meeting of the vestry on Tuesday, June 27, the vestry adopted the Episcopal Diocese
of Hawaii Conflict of Interest Policy as our policy also. This policy is designed to identify
and handle situations that present conflicts of interest in both personal and business
relationships. This includes hiring practices. The purpose of the policy is transparency to
avoid misunderstandings and conflict within the parish.

If you wish to read the entire policy statement, contact the office to send you a link or a hard
copy.

News from the Vestry

Parish Happenings

The Reverend Carol Arney blessed our new parish sign on Sunday, June 18,
2023. It's a new sign to go along with our new wall and fence system.
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July 14 - Vi Loo
July 15 - Annette Jim
July 20 - Scott Hauger
July 24 - Pamela Lino
July 25 - Michele Morikami
July 27 - Kathleen Norris
July 30 - Tevita Lino
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SCHOOL SNAPSHOTS
A view into the school days at St. Clement's

Ice Cream - A student in B1
participates in an ice cream math
activity during Math Music Motion.

Assembly - The class of B4 stood for the
Pledge of Allegiance during a Thursday
morning assembly.

Playdoh - Some students in B3 worked on
strengthening their fine motor skills by
working with Playdoh.

Swings - Students from C2 enjoy
playing on the swings during
playground time.

Fish Feed - A student from C1
feeds the class pet fish.
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The Churchbiz Event Webpage: https://
www.episcopalhawaii.org/churchbiz-conference.html
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